




























hancock county 

Council Meeting Report 

The Community Partnership believes that if substance use prevention 
and mental health promotion strategies are implemented, then the overall 

health and quality of life in Hancock County will be improved. 

Date: March 18, 2025, 9:00-10:30a.m. 

Location: ADAM HS Office 

Representatives (Attendees in BOLD) 

SECTOR REPRESENTATIVE 

BUSINESS Michelle Ladd (Chamber of Commerce) 

CIVICNOLUNTEER GROUP Gary Bright (50North), Kaleb Brown (United Way) 

GOVERNMENT AGENCY Shawn Carpenter (Juvenile Court) 

HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL Jenn Reese (BVHS) 

LAW ENFORCEMENT Brian White, Vice-Chair (FPD), Chief Tom Walker (HCSO), Sheriff Michael Cortez (HCSO) 

MEDIA Mary Jane Yarris (Retired) 

OTHER ORGANIZATION 
Triena Miller (JFS), Erin Mitchell (Lutheran Social Services, Retired), Brooke Nissen 

(FOCUS/Peer Recovery Partnership), Randy Galbraith (JFS) 

PARENT Rob Love (Great Lakes Subaru) 

RELIGIOUS/FAA TERNAL ORGANIZATION 

RECOVERY PEER Ashley Saum (FOCUS/Peer Recovery Partnership) 

SCHOOL Stefan Adams (FCS), Jodi Firsdon, (UF), Angie Toland (ESC) 

YOUNG ADULT 18-25 

YOUTH 

YOUTH SERVING ORGANIZATION Stacy Shaw, Chair (CMC), Chris Biltz (FRC) 

BOARD/COALITION 
Jim Darrach (ADAMHS Chair), Mary Beth Dillon (ADAMHS Vice-Chair), Debra Parker (COA 

Chair), Mark Rimelspach (Community Advocate) 

STAFF Zach Thomas, Steve Dillon, Jennifer Swartzlander 

INVITED GUESTS Michaela McNamara, (CMC Intern) 

DISCUSSION: 

1. Operation Parent (https://www.operationparent.org/). Operation Parent is an online resource that was
created to provide prevention information/materials. The Council is encouraged to review the resource and
determine if it would be of value to promote its use in the community. ADAMHS Staff reached out to state­
wide prevention advocacy groups and received positive feedback regarding the resource.

2. Advantage Program. The Advantage Program provides for multiple radio ads to be aired across three local
radio stations, including each station's online platform. Council members have encouraged the messaging
made more accessible (2025-2026 ads) by utilizing well-known community voices and youth.

3. A Community Position on Legal Substances. The Council has started a review of the section of the
community position that addresses vaping. As part of the review, Council members have recommended that
emphasis also be placed on the risks associated with alcohol and excessive caffeine use, and the current
laws regulating marijuana. Next steps for this process are listed in Action for Next Meeting.

4. Sheriff Cortez Community Event. On March 14, a discussion group from the Community Awareness
Committee of the Coalition on Addiction (COA) met to discuss community outreach opportunities. The COA
will partner with Sheriff Cortez to deliver a series of informational events related to various topics of high
concern (substance use, vaping, marijuana etc.) throughout the county later in 2025. Sheriff Cortez shared
that he intends to create school-based youth groups (designed after former Y.1.E.L.D. groups) to increase
student engagement in safety and prevention. The Council recommended that these groups also be
considered as opportunities to increase youth-led initiatives regarding vaping, marijuana, and suicide
awareness. Sheriff Cortez will be hosting a suicide awareness event 9/6/25 at Liberty-Benon Local Schools.



5. Coalition on Addiction Strategic Planning. The COA will begin a strategic planning process later in 2025 

(the COA's current strategic plan will end December 31, 2025). Council members are asked to review the 
current COA strategic plan and offer any recommendations for change to ADAM HS Staff.

6. Suicide Prevention Committee -The recent meeting report was shared for review.
7. Coordinator's Report/Updates.

a. Hidden in Plain Sight-A request has been sent to 2018 Hancock Leadership Class members to seek 

interest in supporting the revitalization of the program.

b. Findlay City Schools Levy Endorsement- The endorsement letter has been sent to Dr. Andy Hatton

and the Findlay City School Board. The letter was acknowledged and comments of gratitude for the

endorsement were shared by Dr. Hatton.

c. FY26 Prevention & Wellness Grant Program/FY25 Mid-Year Reports -The request for proposals for

the FY26 program was launched March 1, proposals are due April 1. All mid-year reports for FY25

grants have been received and will be shared during the April Council meeting.

d. 988 Mini-Grant - ADAMHS received a $5,000 grant from the Ohio Association of Community
Behavioral Health Authorities to purchase items that promote the 988 Crisis Hotline. Items to be 

purchased include cinch bags and 988-logoed items to place in the bags. The bags will be distributed

at upcoming community events, including the 2025 Hancock County Fair.

e. Marijuana Dispensaries and Taxes - ADAMHS provided a response to community members of the 

Liberty-Benton Local School district that were concerned about the proposed zoning overlay

legislation that would govern future marijuana dispensaries. ADAMHS shared that the Legislative

Committee of the COA reviewed the legislation; shared concern that although increased access

poses risk, there is confidence that the zoning committee will appropriately review any proposed

dispensary in relation to adjacent schools/neighborhoods; and ADAMHS will continue to advocate

to the zoning committee the need to be aware of adjacent schools/neighborhoods when considering

offering conditional use permits for dispensaries. Additionally, ADAMHS is advocating, through

Representative Ty Mathews, that legislation proposed to modify/amend the current marijuana laws

include language that provides tax revenue from the sale of marijuana be directly allocated to local

law enforcement and ADAM HS boards.

f. Riverview Terrace Community Day- In partnership with the University of Findlay, the Center for Civic

Engagement is organizing a community day to increase neighborhood engagement in an area that

has been identified as having greater health disparities than other areas of the county.
g. Congressionally Directed Spending- Due to the federal budget challenges, it is expected that the 

funds earmarked to expand the Mental Health and Schools Platform supported by former Senator

Sherrod Brown will not be available.

ACTION TAKEN DURING MEETING: 

1. Motion to approve the February 2025 Community Partnership Council meeting report- Shawn Carpenter.

Second -Jodi Firsdon. Motion carried.

2. Motion to approve $300 for the purchase of gift cards for upcoming Youth Fund for All Events - Erin

Mitchell. Second -Brian White. Motion carried.

3. Motion to approve $14,000 for the 2025-2026 Advantage Program - Triena Miller. Second - Mary Jane

Yarris. Motion carried.
4. Motion to approve $2000 for the purchase of activity bags for the 2025 FCS Summer Lunch Program -

Kaleb Brown. Second - Shawn Carpenter. Motion carried.

ACTION FOR NEXT MEETING: 

1. Provide latest research regarding vaping; current tobacco prevention/cessation strategies in Ohio; best

vaping prevention practices for discussion at April Council meeting.

NEXT MEETING: 

April 15, 2025, 9:00-10:30 a.m., ADAMHS Office 
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THE DELEGATION -A Collaborative to Expand Belonging tor All People 

Agenda 

March 18, 2025 

1 :00-2:00 p.m. 

Findlay-Hancock County Chamber of Commerce, Board Room 

Delegation Members (Attendees in BOLD) 
Kimberly Bash- Findlay-Hancock Christina Muryn -City of Findlay Dionne Neubauer- Findlay-

County Community Foundation Mayor Hancock County Chamber of 

Commerce 

Precia Stuby-ADAMHS Jennifer Swartzlander-AOAMHS Hiro Kawamura - University of 

Findlay 

Zach Thomas -ADAMHS Lindsay Summit - Hancock Public Jerome Gray- Black Heritage 

Health Library & Multicultural Center 

Laura Reinhart-Hancock Public Kirby Overton -University of Findlay Andy Hatton -Findlay City Schools 

Health 

Chris Caldwell- Community Scott Lammers -Family Resource Melissa LaRocco - Legal Aid of

Advocate Center Western Ohio 

Jennifer Davis -Open Arms Jaclynn Hohman - City of Findlay Sarah Clevidence - Findlay-

Hancock County Public Library 

Rene Gabriel-Mission Possible Maria Guarnieri- University of Crystal Whipkey-CCE/Findlay City 

Findlay Schools 

Amber Kear - The Hysteria Hachemy Gabriel-Mission Possible Chloe Crowther - Marathon Center

Company for the Performing Arts 

Gary Bright - 50North Kristy Szkudlarek- Findlay- Kaleb Brown - United Way

Hancock County Public Library 

Cathy Weygant -Black Heritage Monica Zimmerman - Community Lok Lew Yan Von - University of

Library & Multicultural Center Advocate Findlay 

Peggy Dillon - Hot Yoga Findlay

DISCUSSION: 
1. Community Catalogue for Greater Understanding/Journey to Belonging. The Findlay

Hancock County Community Foundation has agreed to allow a portion ($1,000) of the grant

awarded to develop and produce immigration stories (Joy Brown) to be used to purchase

supplies necessary for the Journey to Belonging Workshop (developed by Kristy Szkudlarek).

The remaining funds ($3,000) are to be used to support the promotion of the immigration

stories (in development).

2. Community Health Assessment Trend Data. Attached is an updated data report of
Hancock County's perception of inclusion (pulled from Hancock County Community Health

Assessments). Although the survey pool is much lager in 2023, there is a notable decline in

the rate in which community members believe Hancock County is a welcoming community.

This data reinforces the importance of the work of the Delegation.

3. Conscious Inclusion Part 11- Training Review and Discussion. The trainings scheduled for

Conscious Inclusion Part II have been postponed. The Conscious Inclusion training was

supported, in part, by federal funds. Due to recent federal executive orders related to

diversity, equity, and inclusion, staff that support/administer the training are seeking legal

council to determine to what extent this training can be offered as a voluntary service to the

community. It is not anticipated that the work of the Delegation, as a community

collaborative on belonging, will be affected at this time.

NEXT MEETING: 

April 18, 2025, 1 :00-2:00 p.m., Findlay-Hancock County Public Library 1 



Gambling is becoming more common in Ohio due to 
increased access to casinos, on line betting, and sports 

wagering. While many view it as a leisure activity, it can pose 
serious mental health risks. Problem gambling can lead to 
financial issues, relationship troubles, and mental health 

disorders like anxiety and depression. 

Problem Gambling 

Problem gambling, or gambling disorder, is defined by 
ongoing problematic gambling that causes significant 
distress.1 People may be preoccupied with gambling, have 
difficulty stopping, and use it to cope with negative emotions. 
it often coincides with mental health issues, increasing the 
risk of suicidal thoughts. 

Mental Health Consequences 

National studies highlight the severe mental health 
consequences of gambling. According to the National 
Council on Problem Gambling, individuals with gambling 
disorders are up to 15 times more likely to attempt suicide 
than the general population.2 A study published in the 
journal Suicide and Life-Threatening Behavior found that 
nearly 50% of individuals with gambling problems have 
considered suicide, and approximately 17% have attempted 
it.3 

Gambling losses can lead to financial strain, heightening 
feelings of hopelessness and despair, which contribute 
to suicidal thoughts. The stigma surrounding problem 
gambling may prevent individuals from seeking help, 
worsening their mental health challenges. 

The rapid expansion of online gambling platforms has 
intensified mental health risks. Gambling websites and apps 
offer constant accessibility, anonymity, and rapid betting 
cycles. Online gamblers are more likely to engage in higher­
risk behaviors due to the ease of access and lack of physical 
barriers.4 



At-Risk Populations 

Young adults are particularly vulnerable to gambling's 
mental health impacts. In Ohio, males ages 78-44 of any race 
or ethnicity are the largest at-risk population of developing 
a gambling problem, and 15% of Ohio youth ages 12-17 are 
gambling with 3% experiencing negative consequences from 
gambling.5 This demographic is also more susceptible to 
mental health disorders, compounding their risk of suicidal 
ideation. 

Support for Those Struggling 

If someone is struggling with gambling, there are steps 
they can take to start regaining control. Acknowledging the 
problem is the first critical step toward recovery. 

Recognize how gambling negatively impacts finances, 
relationships, and overall well-being. To regain control, 
set firm financial boundaries by limiting access to money, 
giving control of finances to a trusted person, deleting 
gambling accounts, and using banking tools to block 
gambling transactions. 

Enroll in self-exclusion programs to prevent access to 
casinos and gambling websites. Ohio's self-exclusion 
program, Time Out Ohio, is available at https:// 
timeoutohio.com. 

Seeking professional help through therapy, especially 
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy {CST), and joining support 
groups like Gamblers Anonymous can provide valuable 
guidance and accountability. 

Identifying triggers and replacing gambling with healthy 
activities such as exercise, reading, or volunteering 
can help break the cycle. Building a strong support 
network of family, friends, and peer groups ensures 
encouragement along the way. 

Setting realistic short- and long-term goals, learning 
about gambling addiction, and understanding how 
gambling odds work be empowering to make better 
choices. 
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ROSC Leadership Team Report 

Meeting Date: March 24, 2025 
Meeting Time: 8:00 - 9:30 a.m. 
Meeting Location: ADAMHS Board 
Recorder: Jennifer Swartzlander 

ROSC Leadership Team Members: 
Allie Yurcak, Hancock Public Health Liana Gott, NAM I 
Andrea Sensel, University of Findlay X Maggie Brown, Family Resource Center 
Ashley Saums, FOCUS & Peer Partnership Meelee Kim, Brandeis University 
Brooke Nissen, FOCUS Maleaha Bentley,· Whirlpool 
Carla Benjamin, Welcome to New Life Margaret Osborne, OhioMHAS 
Carl Etta Capes, Peer X Mark Rimelspach, Community Member 
Crystal Wietz, HHWP Community Action Michelle McGraw, BVHS 
Deb Jordan, Family Resource Center X Nichole Coleman, Veteran Services 
Derek Puchta, Family Resource Center X Pastor Gregg Fox, Bluffton Trinity 
Dustin Fuller, Habitat/FOG Pastor Dutch VanderVlucht, New Life 
Gary Bright, 50 North Rachel Walter, Family Resource Center 
Ginny Williams, Family Resource Center Rosalie King, Community Member 
Heidi Barilla, FOCUS X Pete Garmier, Findlay Treatment Center 
Jodie Firsdon University of Findlay Sarah Gibeaut, Family Resource Center 
Kaleb Brown, United Way Scott Lammers, Family Resource Center 
Keqan Wise, Whirlpool X Stacy Shaw, Children's Mentoring Connection 
Keith Lane, Findlay Treatment Center Triena Miller, JFS 
Kirsten Powers, Family Member Tricia Valasek, Raise the Bar 
Kim Switzer, Adult Probation X Victoria Graham, OhioGujdestone 
Kim Switzer, Adult Probation 

Staff/Consultant: 
X I Precia Stuby I X I Zach Thomas I X I Jennifer Swartzlander I X I Dr. Flaherty, ROSC Consultant (zoom) 

January minutes were approved as presented. 

Items Discussed: 
1. Criminal Justice Meeting Update - Precia shared/reviewed the Hancock County

Criminal Justice Landscape document. She shared that in preparation for the criminal
justice meeting there were 61 surveys collected and that the 1.5-day meeting was well
attended by all aspects of the criminal justice community. The survey did not have any
real consistent themes. The meeting had several themes; concern about crisis
available at all times, what seNices where they are Uail, probation). There will be a
summarized report from the meeting shared soon.

2. The LOFT update - Brooke shared the purchase of FRC annex should happen soon.
Starting April 1st

, the LOFT will move to Glenwood Middle School until the new LOFT
space is renovated. They will begin serving 11-17 years old this summer.

3. Workforce Development Grant - Precia shared Health & Human Services Coalition
document that outlines the work to date and the three goals that will be addressed
through a $50,000 grant from Ohio Dept of Mental Health and Addiction Services.

4. UW/NWD follow up on volunteers & service eligibility - Kaleb shared that he put
Mindy (UW Volunteer Coordinator) in touch with Dustin to assist with finding
volunteers to help complete service applications. Zach shared that NWD would ask for"

-



service eligibility as part of their follow-up survey. 
5. National update - Dr. Flaherty shared that SAMHSA had a 10% reduction in staff in

February and there is an anticipated 50% reduction forthcoming. Grants currently
funded are believed to be safe from any reductions. He encouraged everyone to stay
the course and do well. He will be having a meeting with Medicaid in two weeks and
have better insight into the changes/discussions there after the meeting. He
encouraged state and federal advocacy. Precia shared that FHS has had 5 deaths in
this school year (2 death by suicide, one serious medical condition, and 2 died by
gunshot nonsuicide). The group discussed the availability of the CHESS app to
Hancock County.

Grant/Funding updates: 
• SAMHSA - Brooke shared that FOCUS admitted their year 3 budget for this grant.

SAMHSA removed funding resource needs such as hygiene kids, phones/minutes,
etc. Focus will be hosting a CRAFT class in Serenity Springs nursing home in
Arlington. Peer Partnership is hosting a Recovery Guide training.

Upcoming Events: 
• Camp FUN (for youth impacted by addiction) - Next one June 7, 2025@ On Target
• FRC U - June 16-20th This is a week of online learning for the FRC staff and is open

to the community at no cost. Budgeting & Money Management, Emotional Intelligence,
Early Childhood Development, ROSC and the Multiple Pathways to Recovery,
Legislation of House Bill 68, De-Escalation and Regulation, Nutrition & Meal Prep.

• April 24th Second Chance Event @ The Dock.

Follow-up Items: 
• Staff will share the documents that Precia reviewed to the committee.
• Staff will share CHESS app materials to the committee.

Next meeting: May 13th 8-9:30 a.m. 
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