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Date Approved: % / 01 ’ﬂé z E
Presiding Officer:

Hancock County ADAMHS Board Meeting Minutes

Meeting Date: September 24, 2024

Meeting Time: 3:30 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

‘Meeting Location: Family Resource Center — 1941 Carlin Street
Recorder: Cheryl Preston

Board Member Attendance:

x | Jim Darrach, Board Chair x | Brandon Daniels x | Steve Miller

X | Mary Beth Dillon, Vice Chair Joe Loy x | Cheryl Lentz

X | Melanie Aldobaiki X | John Drymon Rick Walter - ZOOM

X | Ann Woolum X | Rick Eakin Aaron Weare
Susan Bunn X | Josh Eberle X | Micah Zinna

X | Jim Stahl X | Rachael Helms

Guests Attending:

x | Precia Stuby x | Cheryl Preston x | Derek Puchta

X | Rob Verhoff X | Deb Twining X | Michelle McGraw

X | Jennifer Swartzlander X | John Bindas X | Jen Loera

Jim Darrach, Board Chair called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. Cheryl Preston introduced guests.

CHAIRPERSON'S REPORT

Jim Darrach thanked John Bindas for providing the space and hosting the meeting.

Jim Darrach introduced newly appointed Board member Retired Judge Joseph Niemeyer; Board members and staff
introduced themselves.

Jim Darrach drew attention to the resource guide that was included in each packet, noting that it's full of important
numbers and will be distributed widely.

Coalition on Addiction Data Chart: Precia explained that 4 measures on the Scorecard is the source of data for the
chart. She reviewed the chart and noted the numbers should be close to or less than last year's numbers at the end

of the year.

Jim Darrach reported that the visit from Director Cornyn went very well; she was most impressed with the Crisis
Intervention Team and how long the program has been in place. Precia added that Director Cornyn has been in the
director’s position for eight months and is an attorney by trade and has very little subject matter expertise in mental
health and addiction services. The purpose of the visit was for her to see the collaboration and get an overview of
our system. The director was informed of the flat funding to the Board since 2012. Jim Darrach added that she was
reminded of the statutory authority of Boards and it’s better to have funds flowing through Boards.
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DIRECTOR'S REPORT

Follow-up from August Board Meeting: The additional information that was requested on Dialectical Behavior
Therapy was sent to Board members.

Strategic Plan Update: The draft plan is ready for adoption. As mentioned in the Program Committee report, a
grant spreadsheet was created to give an overview of grants that are funding our system. The chart is included in
the Board packets and in the future will be included in the annual April update on the Strategic Plan.

Board members were given a copy of the FY 24 Annual Report which includes everything that is statutorily dictated.
It includes highlights from Ann Woolum, FY 24 Board Chair.

CORRESPONDENCE

A resolution to appoint Retired Judge Joseph Niemeyer was received from the Hancock County Commissioners on
September 12, 2024.

On September 17, 2024, notice of the death of former Board Member Don Mieure was received.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

To Approve the August 27, 2024, Board Meeting Minutes

To Approve the Program Committee Report of September 11, 2024

To Approve the Governance Committee Report of September 18, 2024

To Approve the Finance Committee Report of September 18, 2024, and Agency Financial Pictures

John Drymon moved to accept all items on the consent agenda. Jim Stahl seconded the motion. No further
discussion. Motion carried.

ACTION ITEMS BROUGHT FROM COMMITTEE

To seek approval from the state department to expand the use of Board owned multi-bedroom units for;
couples; couples with children; individuals with children or individual occupancy of a two-bedroom unit. At
least one adult living in the home must struggle with mental iliness and/or addiction and in need of, and
accepting of, on-site supportive services. The waiver would apply to the Lotze properties; Sterling Court; and
the Main Street home. Jim Darrach called for a vote. No questions; no further discussion. All were in
favor. Motion passed.

To submit a letter by the Board Chair in opposition of the State Opiate and Stimulant 4.0 request for
proposals on behalf of the full Board. Jim Darrach called for a vote. No questions; no further
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.

To approve Family Resource Center’s request to transfer an amount not to exceed $175,000 to their fiscal
year '24 contract fee-for-service line from their Steady Path grant line. Jim Darrach called for a vote. No
questions; no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.

To approve divesting the Board of the Brookside property offering a right of first refusal to other county
departments; taking the proceeds from the sale of the Brookside property and updating the Grace Blvd.
apartments. Jim Darrach called for a vote. No questions; no further discussion. All were in favor.
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Motion passed.

e To approve the August 2024 Board financial statements. Jim Darrach called for a vote. No questions; no
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.

ACTION ITEMS BROUGHT TO THE FULL BOARD

e To Approve the Board Strategic Plan. Josh Eberle moved to approve the Board Strategic Plan.
Cheryl Lentz seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion carried.

INFORMATION REPORTS

e Community Partnership Meeting Report of September 17, 2024
o The Delegation Meeting Report of September 18, 2024

AGENCY/PUBLIC COMMENT

None

POSITIVE ACTION

Precia shared that to capture the voice of families and individuals impacted, the Strategic Plan was shared with the
LOFT, NAMI, FOCUS, the Parent Advisory Committee, and the Peer Board and we received wonderful feedback.
The Parent Advisory Committee sent a full report with items for consideration, all related to the implementation of
the plan. Precia is planning to attend a future meeting of the Parent Advisory Committee to discuss it in detail.

FOLLOW-UP NEEDED

None

ADJOURN

John Drymon moved to adjourn the meeting. Jim Stahl seconded the motion. No further discussion. Motion
carried. The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. '

The next Board meeting will be October 22, 2024.

Program

Dr. Basanti Basu presented a detailed history, and lessons leamed in psychiatry over the past 30 years and what to
expect moving forward. She practiced in London and Canada prior to coming to the community in 1994 at what
used to be known as the first community mental health center in the community, the John Hutson Center. She
shared the evolution of the agencies up to the current Family Resource Center of which she is retiring from as of
today after practicing in the community for 30 years. She shared the three most important lessons that she learned
from Dr. Silverstone while practicing under him during her time in London. The first is to motivate the individual to
come to treatment and develop trust by both you and the individual. The second lesson is to educate them of what
mental illness is: it is not hopeless, and you are not alone. The third is to integrate individuals by starting small and
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expanding over time so they can become contributing citizens in the community. She shared that those three
lessons are still important today. She stressed that as providers we all have the common goal to help people. One
of the hopes she has for the future is that we pioneer up-and-coming treatments to help treat things like treatment
resistant depression for example and that we continue doing the great work we have been doing.

Following her program, Dr. Basu was honored by words and gifts from Precia Stuby, John Bindas and the staff of
Family Resource Center, including Dr. Westhead, and Joe Kizer.

A short reception was held in honor of Dr. Basanti Basu'’s retirement.
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Capital Sub-Committee Meeting Report

Meeting Date: September 23, 2024
Meeting Time: 12 p.m. -1 p.m.
Meeting Location: BOARD OFFICE
Recorder: Jennifer Swartzlander

Committee Members:

X | Jim Darrach Mary Beth Dillon

X | Josh Eberle X | John Drymon

Cheryl Lentz

Invited Staff:

x | Jennifer Swartzlander | x | Precia Stuby x | Deb Twining

Rob Verhoff

Items to be Discussed:
1. Funding-

a.

Jennifer reminded the group of the Capital earmark for $200,000 that must
be processed through Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction
Services. There will be a site visit on 9/25/24 per their process. Jennifer
also shared as part of the application process there is a required building
inspection & hazardous material testing. RCM provided a proposal for that
inspection at $4300 and we submitted the hazardous material language at
the time of the Board building purchase to see if that will meet the
requirements.

A grant for architecture fees for $35,000 was awarded by The Community
Foundation (TCF) in 2023. Per Jennifer's request, The Community
Foundation has extended the grant period/report from ending 8/31/24 to
8/31/25.

Potential for Ohio Department of Development (ODD) financial support —
Precia shared that due to a conversation between Josh Eberle and an
Ohio Department of Development staff member, she received a call from
Ross Cunningham. They discussed the project and possible funding either
through community development funding or through a block grant. Ross
was going to discuss the project with his supervisor and follow-up as he
had additional information.

Updated Schematic Design Proposed Costs — Jennifer shared the
updated proposed costs that was updated by RCM. The project increased
from 2022 proposed costs of $785,110 to 2024 proposed costs of
$792,860.

Budget Commission follow-up- Precia shared that Rob and her discussed
financing through a bond for roughly $300,000. There was no issue raised
by the Commission on this informational request.

Silent Capital Campaign — to be considered once more is known on
Department of Development.

Outstanding item - if any private funds donated become public funds once




they are awarded to the Board and therefore subject to bidding and
prevailing wage requirements. Jennifer will follow up with Cindi Land.

2. Discussion of next steps for the project — The Committee discussed the timing of
moving ahead and possible concerns with signing the contract and moving
ahead. The Committee requested Rob to find out the cost for $500,000 bond with
the Budget Commission. This would be the most needed to be financed.

3. Foliow up —
a. Rob will reach out to the Budget Commission on the $500,000 bond.

b. Jennifer will confirm with Cindi Land the question on whether private
donations become public funds once received by the ADAMHS Board.
c. Jennifer will follow up with Ross Cunningham if there is no word received

by October 15%.

Next meeting: October 28t 12-1 p.m. (standing 4" Monday of the month meeting 12-1
p.m.)



Program Committee Meeting Report

Meeting Date: October 9, 2024

Meeting Time: 4:00 p.m. —4:39 p.m.

Meeting Location: Board Office, 438 Carnahan Ave.
Recorder: Jennifer Swartzlander

Committee Members Attending:

X | Brandon Daniels, Committee Chair X | Rachael Helms, Committee Vice Chair
X | Cheryl Lentz X | Micah Zinna
Susan Bunn X | Retired Judge Joseph Niemeyer
Board Members Attending: _
|| Jim Darrach, Board Chair ' | Mary Beth Dillon, Board Vice Chair
Invited Staff Attending:
Precia Stuby X | Zach Thomas X | Jennifer Swartzlander

Deb Twining

Items Discussed:

1.

Welcome and Introduction of New Committee Member — Retired Judge Joseph
Niemeyer was introduced and welcomed.

Input on MOMS Housing Location — Jennifer reviewed the summary of the feedback
from the FOCUS staff members and MOMS group received on September 25" and
26t respectively. Overall, the group recommended moving the MOMS to the two-
bedroom apartments as it would allow for more space, additional children to visit or
live, and they recommended to keep it women and children to preserve that
community. They recommended recovery family housing elsewhere. The Committee
discussed the concept further and necessary motions regarding the program to
move the project forward. The detailed feedback will be used as the new location is
developed to address issues/concerns.

Overview of State Opioid and Stimulant Grant Application Submitted — Jennifer
reviewed the grant and it's 6 sub awardees. The grant was submitted on September
23" requesting a total of $1,418,163. An announcement on grant awards is

anticipated any day.

School Platform: Update on School Violence Prevention Grant — Zach provided an
update on the platform. The schools are moving forward with resource mapping. We
are still waiting to hear about the federal Bureau of Justice Administration (BJA)
grant and the approval of the federal budget for funding of this platform.

Any recommended changes to the Scorecard for FY25 Reporting — Jennifer shared




that staff recommended three changes; adding the number of individuals leaving the
prison system and referred to our behavior health system and the deletion of the
Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA) numbers and the telehealth data.
The Committee discussed these recommendations and agreed with these changes.

6. Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) grant- Jennifer shared that
we received notice that the grant was not awarded. Overall, our score and comments
were positive. The grant was to support the low-barrier shelter, employment services
and data role at the Board. The low-barrier shelter was funded under a SAMHSA
grant so that project will move forward without the Health Resource Services
Administration grant.

Action Iltems:

1. A motion was made by Rachael Helms and seconded by Micah Zinna to seek
approval from the state department to transfer the MOMS program mortgage from
Crystal Avenue to the Grace Blvd apartments. Motion carried.

2. A motion was made by Cheryl Lentz and seconded by Rachael Helms to seek
approval from the state department to expand the use of the Crystal Avenue
apartments: couples; couples with children; individuals with children or individual
occupancy as space permits. At least one adult living in the home must struggle with
mental illness and/or addiction and in need of and accepting of on-site supportive
services (i.e. case management; peer support, etc.). Motion carried.

To Do List:

1. The input received from FOCUS and the MOMS group will be used in the
development of any new programming at Grace Blvd.

2. Staff will make changes to the FY25 scorecard based on agreed changes
discussed.



Governance Committee Meeting Report

Meeting Date: October 16, 2024

Meeting Time: 8:00 am. -9:10 a.m.

Meeting Location: Board Office, 438 Carnahan Ave.
Recorder: Precia Stuby

Committee Members Attending:

x | John Drymon, Committee Chair x | Melanie Aldobaiki, Committee Vice Chair

x | Steve Miller x | Jim Stahl

Board Members Attending:

| x | Jim Darrach, Board Chair || Mary Beth Dillon, Board Vice Chair

Invited Staff Attending:

| x | Precia Stuby | x | Jennifer Swartzlander

Items Discussed:

1.

Capital Ad Hoc Committee Update — Jennifer presented an update to the
Committee. There was significant discussion on the best way to leverage state
dollars to assist with the two capital projects under discussion (the Board Office
and Grace Blvd.) The Board could apply for a state capital grant with a 1:1
match to update the Grace Blvd. property. Funds from the sale of Brookside
can assist with the local match needed as well as the renovation of the Board
office. After reviewing the funding secured, and/or highly likely to secured, the
amount to be financed by the Board to complete both projects would be less
than $300,000. The proposed funding strategy will be shared with the Finance
Committee and with the Board Capital Sub-Committee. Board staff will pursue
a realtor to determine the proposed listing price for Brookside.

Board Meeting Evaluation Results September 2024 — There were multiple
positive comments about the joint program and recognition of Dr. Basu. There
was a recommendation for a program on Drug Courts. Precia volunteered to
share information that is regularly received from our local drug courts in
preparation for a presentation after a new judge has been elected.

Strategic Plan Placemat — Updates to the strategic plan have been completed.
A new poster is now in the boardroom. New placements, with a listing of
acronyms, have been printed.

Board Membership/Participation — As per the recommendation of the
Committee, Precia has contacted our Board member struggling with
attendance.




5. Dr. Bundy Retirement — Precia shared that Dr. Bundy, psychiatrist with
Blanchard Valley Health will be retiring the end of this year. Given the
contribution he has made to maintain a local psychiatric unit (Orchard Hall) as
well as to community mental health in earlier years, the Board would also like to
recognize him. Blanchard Valley is taking the lead on his celebration and the
Board will be invited to participate. The tentative date is November 18t from 5-
7 p.m. Details to follow.

Action Items: None
To do List:
1. Precia will prepare a summary of drug court data for Board members prior to a

presentation at a Board meeting.
2. An electronic copy of the acronym list will be shared with all Board members.



Finance Committee Meeting Report

Meeting Date: October 16, 2024

Meeting Time: 3:33 p.m.—5:00 p.m.

Meeting Location: Board Office, 438 Carnahan Avenue
Recorder: Rob Verhoff

Committee Members Attending:

X

Josh Eberle, Comm. Chair X | Ann Woolum, Comm. Vice-Chair | X | Rick Eakin

Aaron Weare X | Rick Walter (via phone) | Joe Loy

Invited Board Leadership Attending:

[ [ Jim Darrach, Board Chair | [ Mary Beth Dillon, Board Vice Chair

|

Invited Staff Attending:

| X | Precia Stuby | X | Rob Verhoff | | Deb Twining

Guests Attending:

[ X [ John Bindas ] ||

Items Discussed:

1.

Review of Account Fund Balance and Board Financial Statements for September 2024 —
No issues identified.

Review of Accounts with Executive Director Spending Authority — No issues identified.

Agency Financial Report/Contingency Plans Update — August 2024 report was reviewed.
Family Resource Centers and OhioGuidestone had funds remaining on their FY24 Fee-
For-Service contracts which will increase the Board’s available fund balance
approximately $70,000. Family Resource Centers still expects to report net income in
January and that FY25 will have net income. NAMI expects receipt of the ADAMHS
Board’s FY24 13t payment in October will end the string of losses. No other issues were
identified.

Follow-up on Annual Review of Insurance Coverage — Board staff is waiting on quotes
from UIS Insurance related to potential savings from crime coverage, increasing the
Board’s property deductible to $10,000 and the removal of the Brookside property.

Property Update — The Committee reviewed the Grace Blvd. and Board Office Capital
Projects funding summaries. Financing is to be procured by a county bond and is
projected to be approximately $290,000 total for both projects. Other funding sources are
still being explored.

a. Feedback from State Department — Art Wills from the state Capital Planning office
emailed the Board is free to sell the Brookside property and use the proceeds to
pay off any remaining program mortgage balance and then the state will issue a
satisfaction of mortgage.




6.

b. Program Committee Recommendation Regarding Location of MOMS Program — It
was shared that the MOMS group and FOCUS staff members support moving the
MOMS program from Crystal Ave. to Grace Blvd.

Budget Reduction/Board Fund Policy Review — The Committee reviewed both policies
and recommended increasing the Board Fund Balance policy to 5% of projected Board
revenues.

Action ltems:

1.

2.

4.

5.

A motion was made by Ann Woolum and seconded by Rick Eakin to approve the
September 2024 Board Financial Statements as presented. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ann Woolum and seconded by Rick Eakin to proceed with a state
capital application for the Grace Blvd. property project. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Ann Woolum and seconded by Rick Eakin to designate Brian
Clark Memorial donated funds ($7,380) for the Board Office Capital Project. Motion
carried.

A motion was made by Rick Eakin and seconded by Ann Woolum to approve the Budget
Reduction Policy as proposed. Motion carried.

A motion was made by Rick Eakin and seconded by Ann Woolum to approve increasing
the Board Reserve percentage from 3% to 5% of projected Board revenues in the Board
Fund Balance Policy. Motion carried.

To Do List:

1.

Board staff will address concerns about NAMI's donations and grant revenues in the next
Quarterly Chair-to-Chair meeting.

Board staff will continue to contact UIS Insurance for quotes for increasing our property
deductible to $10,000 and changes to our crime coverages liability, and the elimination of
the Brookside Property. This item will be on next month’s agenda.

Board staff will check with the County Commissioners about if the Board is covered under
the county’s crime insurance policy. This item will be on next month’s agenda.

Board staff will reschedule the next Board Capital Sub-Committee meeting.

Board staff will reach out to attorney Jeff Fort to request the amount the Board will be
receiving from the JoAnn Reeds Bequest and if it can be used for a capital project.



Hancock County
Community Coalition on Addiction

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Ratified 12/12/22

1. Support people with substance use disorder and their
loved ones.

Committee Chairs — Report
Meeting Date: October 11, 2024
Meeting Time: 9:00-10:30 a.m.
Meeting Location: Zoom

Committee Members

2. Support accessibility and reduce barriers to services.

3. Implement best prevention strategies that impact people
with highest risk.

4. Reduce stigma.

Debra Parker
> Chair
The University of Findlay

Mark Miller
Community Awareness
Ohio Third District Court of Appeals

Carla Benjamin
Community Awareness
Welcome to a New Life

Stefan Adams
Community Awareness (Education)
Findlay City Schools

Rick Van Mooy
Community Awareness (Education)
Hancock County Schools

Michael Pepple
Legislative
Hancock County Commissioner

Kim Thomas
> Legislative
Blanchard Valley Health System

Dr. Witliam Kose
Medical
Blanchard Valley Health System

Rob Martin
Medical
City of Findlay

Ashley Saum
Peer Support Advisory Board

Invited Guests/Staff/ADAMHS Board

> Jennifer Swartzlander

Community Partnership Vice-Chair

Hancock County Commissioner

> Zach Thomas Precia Stuby
Jim Darrach Mary Beth Dillon Stacy Shaw
ADAMHS Chair | ADAMHS Vice-Chair Community Partnership Chair
Brian White | . | William Bateson

Committee Priorities:

e Guide, monitor, and evaluate work of each Committee using scorecard

e Ensure alignment of Coalition with ADAMHS, Findlay Strategic Plan, Community Health Improvement
Plan; provide report of progress with metrics

e Determine necessary governing structure and operating procedures

e Ensure coalition process best-practices are maintained

DISCUSSION:

1. One Ohio. Commissioner Bateson attended to discuss the recent round of grant awards (Family Resource
Center received a $50K award to support technology improvements). The Committee Chairs reviewed the
position of Hancock County’s approach to accessing One Ohio funds, which includes submitting proposals
that are developed collaboratively and/or fill a sustainability need because of other funding streams
ending (e.g. federal grants).

2. Progress on Action Items from August Meeting.

a. Mobile Health Clinic Referrals — data beyond the number of referrals made to mental health
and/or substance use services is not available because of data collection limitations.

b. Naloxone Vending Machines — data on items distributed through vending machines will be
provided by Hancock Public Health and included in the Coalition’s database reports.

c. Common Pleas Court Candidates — Alex Treece responded to the Coalition’s inquiry on his
intention to maintain drug court should he be elected in November: Mr. Treece shared that he
fully supports drug court and would certify his court to maintain two drug court dockets.

3. Fiscal Year 2025, Quarter 1 Scorecard. The current scorecard is attached for reference. Items in red only
indicate goals that were just recently added (end of FY24) related to adult use marijuana.

4. Communication Strategy. The Community Awareness Committee has been meeting with the Opioid

Response Network to evaluate the Coalition’s current messaging strategies. As are result of these
conversations, the Coalition will update the former We All Know Someone campaign to We All Can Help
Someone, as a means to encourage, promote, and build connections. The Community Awareness



Hancock County
Community Coalition on Addiction

Committee will work on developing a cross-committee strategy over the next several months. The System
of Care Leadership Academy reviewed the Recovery Resources Guide and Youth Engagement Guide and
offered recommendations for improvements — recommendations will be shared with the Community
Awareness Committee.

5. Behavioral Health Workforce Appreciation Week Grant Balance. $500 remains from the mini-grant
received by the board association to support First Responder/Behavioral Health Workers Appreciation
Week. The Community Awareness Committee will determine utilization of these final dollars
{recommendations for use of funds can be shared with Carla or Zach to be taken to the Community
Awareness Committee).

NEXT MEETING:
February 10, 2025
9:00-10:30 a.m.
ADAMHS Office



THE DELEGATION
Report

October 15, 2024
1:00-2:00 p.m.

Lindamood Room, Findlay-Hancock County Public Library

Delegation Members (Attendees in BOLD)

G

IN1IANCOTA COUNTY

Don Essex — City of Findlay

Christina Muryn — City of Findlay
Mayor

Dionne Neubauer - Findlay- Hancock
County Chamber of Commerce

Kimberly Bash — Findlay-Hancock
County Community Foundation

Jennifer Swartzlander — ADAMHS

Hiro Kawamura — University of Findlay

Precia Stuby — ADAMHS

Lindsay Summit — Hancock Public
Health

Jerome Gray — Black Heritage Library
& Multicultural Center

Zach Thomas ~ ADAMHS

Kirby Overton — University of Findlay

Andy Hatton — Findlay City Schools

Laura Reinhart — Hancock Public
Health

Scott Lammers — Family Resource
Center

Melissa LaRocco — Legal Aid of
Western Ohio

Chris Caldwell — University of Findlay

Steve Dillon — ADAMHS

Sarah Clevidence — Findlay-
Hancock County Public Library

Jennifer Davis — Hancock Public
Health/Findlay Inclusion & Awareness

Kaylee Schleucher — GSW

Crystal Whipkey — CCE/Findlay City
Schools

Rene Gabriel — Mission Possible

Jaclynn Hohman - City of Findlay

Chloe Crowther — Marathon Center for
the Performing Arts

Amber Kear — The Hysteria Company

Maria Guarnieri — University of Findlay

Stefan Adams — Findlay City Schools

Gary Bright — 50North

Hachemy Gabriel — Mission Possible

Kaleb Brown — United Way

Cathy Weygant — Black Heritage
Library & Multicultural Center

Kristy Szkudlarek - Findlay-Hancock
County Public Library

Dan DeArment - City of Findlay
Coucilperson

Monica Zimmerman — Community
Advocate

Lok Lew Yan Von — University of
Findlay

Deb Pregibon — Community Advocate

DISCUSSION:

1. Brainstorm Session. The members held a discussion on identifying Indicators of Belonging
as a way of defining the scope of work of the Delegation in the areas of language, policies
and procedures, representation, and activities. This will become a living document that is
modified/updated as the Delegation advances its initiatives and/or supports other related
community-led initiatives. The members also spent time creating a list of talking points
that should be included in a position statement on its support of immigrant communities
and the work of the Immigration Task Force. Once completed, this position statement will
be shared with the community at large and, elected officials, and community leadership.

2. Project Updates.

a. Immigration Task Force Communications Project (Community Catalogue for
Greater Understanding) and related support. Two pieces have been published
(Immigration 101, Frequently Asked Questions) and distributed through local
communication channels (attached). It is the intention of the author (Joy Brown)
that several other pieces will be published over the next month. Through
discussion, it was determined that there must be a greater emphasis placed on
disseminating the articles to reach as many people as possible in the community.
The Delegation will reach out to Dan Metzger (pastor, St. Mark’s United Methodist
Church) to discuss increasing partnerships between the Delegation, Immigration



Task Force, and communities of faith in supporting the immigrant communities.
The workshop developed by Kristy Szkudlarek will be used during an upcoming
Hancock Youth Leadership Day.

b. Conscious Inclusion Training. The first public presentation of the training was
offered September 18, 2024, to 18 participants and received positive survey
responses. The next training will take place October 25, 2024, with 20 registrations
to date.

c. Civic Engagement. Dionne Neubauer will convene the Civic Engagement
workgroup (developing a community course on government function and elected
offices) early 2025.

ACTION ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:

1. Prepare draft position statement supporting immigrant communities and work of the
Immigration Task Force. This draft position statement will be reviewed and finalized at
the November meeting.

2. Invite Dan Metzger to the next Delegation meeting.

NEXT MEETING:

November 19, 2024

1:00-2:00 p.m.

Findlay-Hancock County Public Library



ROSC Leadership Team Minutes

Meeting Date: October 22, 2024
Meeting Time: 8:00 — 9:30 a.m.
Meeting Location: ADAMHS Board
Recorder: Jennifer Swartzlander

ROSC Leadership Team Members:

Andrea Sensel X | Liana Gott
Ashley Saums X | Maggie Brown
X | Brooke Nissen Meelee Kim
| X | Carla Benjamin (zoom) Maleaha Bentley
: Carl Etta Capes X | Margaret Osborne (zoom)
| X | Crystal Wietz (zoom) Mark Rimelspach
| X | Deb Jordan Michelle McGraw
Derek Puchta X | Nichole Coleman
| X | Dustin Fuller (zoom) Pastor Gregg Fox
f Gary Bright Pastor Dutch VanderVlucht
| X | Ginny Williams Rachel Walter
|| Heidi Barilla X | Rosalie King
Jessica Bittner X | Sarah Gibeaut (zoom)
| X | Jodie Firsdon X | Scott Lammers
Kaleb Brown Stacy Shaw
|| Kegan Wise Thom Bissell
| | Kirsten Powers Tricia Valasek
|| Kim Switzer X | Victoria Graham
Staff/Consultant:
X | Precia Stuby Zach Thomas X | Jennifer Swartzlander
X | Dr. Flaherty (zoom)

Minutes were accepted as presented.

Items Discussed:

1. Low Barrier Shelter — City Mission/FRC/Brandeis University/ADAMHS — Jennifer
shared that ADAMHS received a SAMHSA grant that will cover the Low Barrier
Shelter which will be located at City Mission on West Main Cross. The shelter will
house 35-40 individuals who must be nonviolent when onsite (basically the only
rule), there will be no drug/alcohol testing, and the focus is on housing first. FRC
will provide clinical services for those at Low Barrier Shelter and at the City
Mission location. Precia shared that this will allow all individuals to have housing
and not be in the elements. There is no limitation as to the number of days
individuals can stay and the Low Barrier shelter will only be available during
overnight hours to sieep, breakfast/dinner will be available, and they will have
time to connect with FRC clinical services and City Mission advocates. The
suggestion was made to encourage some re-branding and marketing of the new
services as many people believe that the City Mission of many years ago is still
the City Mission of today. It was also suggested to recommend City Mission Low
Barrier staff participate in the next No Wrong Door.

2. Recovery Friendly workplace — Brooke highlighted the Recovery Friendly
Workplace designation through Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction



Services. The program creates a supportive environment for employees
recovering from mental health and substance use. The program highlights that it
promotes businesses to improve their bottom line (citing the economic impact of
substance misuse), employment sustains recovery and increases retention.
Brooke shared it is a way to reduce stigma and is a simple online form to
complete. The committee discussed asking Amber Wolfrom to promote this
through Safety Council or other Chamber groups which would allow for her to
offer the adult prevention programming to local businesses. It was suggested that
it could be shared with the FAHRA group as well. Also, discussed was the idea of
application to the faith community. There is the work of Recovery Friendly
Congregations with Pastor Delaney, however that process is extensive and
possibly limits churches involvement due to the time commitment. Margaret
Osborne will bring the idea of a more simplified option for faith communities like
this program for workplaces. Also, it was suggested to have a newspaper article
on the idea of Recovery Friendly Workplaces. Liana mentioned that Whirlpool
has invested in training their staff in Mental Health First Aid and it has had a
tremendous impact on their workplace.

. Board housing updates/changes- Precia provided an overview of the Board
properties that provide housing to individuals with severe and persistent mental
illness and/or co-occurring disorders. She shared that the ADAMHS Board of
Directors voted to expand our housing for any household composition with at
least one member having a qualifying diagnosis of severe and persistent mental
illness or co-occurring disorders. The state has approved of this change. This
allows ADAMHS to be as flexible as needed for the people we serve. Also,
discussed was the recommendation to move the MOMS housing to the Grace
Blvd properties which would allow for the MOMS to have two-bedroom
apartments which would also allow more flexibility for moms with more than one
child and/or visitation of other children. The committee discussed the ADAMHS
Board housing, and the consensus was that allowing this increased flexibility
would be great for the community.

. MOMS/MAT —Victoria shared that OhioGuidestone (OGS) has rented space at
The Family Center (TFC) so they can have essentially a one-stop shop for the
MOMS clients. Previously, MOMS had their BVH group and the OGS therapeutic
group at TFC, but they had to go to OGS for their medical appointments. The
new space will allow for the medical appointments to happen at TFC. There is
also space for individual treatment as well.

. State Opiate and Stimulant (SOS) 4.0 grant submission- Jennifer outlined the
requested funding for OGS, FRC, FOCUS, BVH MOMS, Hancock Public Health
Suicide, Overdose Fatality Review Coordinator, and the Financial Opportunity
Center, and ADAMHS in the new SOS grant. ADAMHS is still waiting to hear if
the grant was approved — grant activity start date was to be 9/30/24. The
services in the grant were funded by the prior grant so they have continued as
we wait to see if the grant is approved. The grant request was 1.4 million dollars.
Precia shared the urgency of this funding to continue our recovery-oriented
system of care services. The process for this grant was dramatically changed
including making it a competitive grant and any agency can apply for funding in
any county. ADAMHS Board of Directors requested that Precia send a letter to
the Director of the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services
outlining our concerns with their new process and highlighting how critical the



funds are to our community. The ADAMHS Board does not have the funding to
cover the services in this grant should it not be funded in full. Dr. Flaherty
recommended writing to our representative and senator.

6. Concerns/topics from the Committee

a. Scott Lammers highlighted the Youth Thrive training on November 23,

b. Deb Jordan highlighted the Feedback Loop available to provide feedback
to any community resources or needs.

c. Deb Jordan asked for resources on the long-term impact on children
whose parent was addicted to substances while pregnant. Victoria
highlighted the FASD program offered at OGS. Dr. Flaherty provided the
following resources National institute on Drug Addiction (NIDA), Dr. Ralph
Tarter, Dr. Finnegan’s work.

Grant/Funding updates:
¢ SAMHSA - Focus grant update from Brook. Year 2 of the grant is completed with
a recent addition of a Body Positive Group being offered at Focus.

Follow up ltems:

o Staff will send ROSC Leadership minutes and Recovery Friendly Workplace
information to Amber Wolfrom

¢ Jen will connect Brook and Steve Dillon regarding the Recovery Friendly
Workplace article idea.

o Jen will send the ADAMHS Board Housing behavior contract with the minutes.

e Jen will include the Youth Thrive training and the Community Feedback loop
flyers with minutes to committee.

Next meeting: December 17t 8-9:30 a.m.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) About Immigration
By Joy Brown

Persistent misconceptions about migrants have prompted the Delegation to address specific
concerns and beliefs. Reputable agencies, organizations, government entities, and local leaders
were consulted, and nonpartisan research results were accessed, to gather facts on the following
15 frequently asked questions.

Can migrants vote?

It depends. In 1996, Congress passed alaw prohibiting noncitizens from voting in federal
elections, including elections for the U.S. House, U.S. Senate, and presidential elections. This law
does not apply to elections for state and local offices. As of June 2024, no state
constitutions explicitly allowed noncitizens to vote in state or local elections. Seven states
(including Ohio) explicitly prohibit noncitizen voting in state and local elections. The District of
Columbia and municipalities in three states allow noncitizens to vote in local elections. Six states
approved ballot measures related to citizenship requirements for voting. Eight states will have
similar ballot measures in the 2024 elections.

In May, Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose issued a directive to the 88 county boards of
elections initiating a confirmation and removal process of non-citizens from the state’s voter
registration rolls. LaRose also announced additional steps by his office to “conduct an annual
review of the statewide voter registration database to identify persons who appear not to be
United States citizens,” as required by state law.

“Election officials in Hancock County and across Ohio are doing everything they can to upgrade
security and ensure the November election is fair, orderly and efficient,” The Courier reported on

Aug. 31, 2024.

The elections board held a planning meeting on Aug. 19 with the Hancock County Sheriff’s Office,
Findlay Police Department, County Emergency Management, and Information Technology
Department to review standards and prepare for the general election.



“With the politics now, a lot of things are becoming a little bit complicated or difficult, or like,
hostility with politics,” said Lori Miller, Hancock County Board of Elections director. “So, we need
to prepare for cybersecurity and actual physical security, too.”

Sources: Ballotpedia.org; Ohio Secretary of State, The (Findlay, Ohio) Courier.
Can unauthorized immigrants get a driver’s license?

These laws vary by state, but in Ohio, verification of legal presence is required, according to the
Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles. Non-U.S. citizens can get driver’s licenses if they have a
Permanent Resident Card, or “green card”; offer a social security number if one has been
assigned to them; and show proof of residency. Authorized immigrants are required to have
“noncitizen” printed on their driver’s licenses and state IDs. An asylum seeker from any country
can apply for asylum status and an 1-94 asylum document, which serves as the main document
for being issued a driver’s license.

Do international newcomers commit more crimes?

There is no solid evidence that they do. According to the National Institutes of Justice, a research,
development, and evaluation agency of the U.S. Department of Justice, “recent research suggests
that those who immigrate (legally or illegally) are not more likely, and may even be less likely to
commit crime in the U.S.”

One such study, conducted in 2023 by Stanford University economist Ran Abramitzky and co-
authors, found that immigrants are 30% less likely to be incarcerated than are U.S.-born
individuals who are white.

The Marshall Project, a nonpartisan, nonprofit news organization that focuses on the criminal
justice system, reported in February 2024 that “national and local data doesn’t support the
immigrant crime wave narrative. The Marshall Project has previously reported that there is no
evidence linking an increase in immigration to higher local crime rates—whether it’s
unauthorized or includes lawful immigrants.”

“A range of studies by academics and think tanks have shown that immigrants do not commit
crime at a higher rate than native-born Americans,” Reuters reported in July 2024. “A more
limited universe of studies specifically examine criminality among immigrants in the U.S. illegally
but also find that they do not commit crimes at a higher rate.”

Locally, the Findlay Police Department says it has seen no crime spikes that it attributes to the
increase in international newcomers to the city.

“There’s nothing that is super obvious, that’s hitting us in the face with statistics or anything,”
said Lt. Andrew Welch.



Can unauthorized immigrants buy guns?

No — for the most part. Federal law prohibits people in the country illegally from purchasing or
possessing firearms, but there are limited exceptions. “A nonimmigrant alien may only purchase
a firearm through a licensee where the licensee arranges to have the firearm directly exported.
A nonimmigrant alien who falls within an exception may, however, purchase and take possession
of ammunition,” the U.S. Bureau of ATFE explains.

The Gun Control Act, originally passed in 1968, prohibits licensed gun dealers from selling
firearms to anyone who “is illegally or unlawfully in the United States.”

Sources: Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives; U.S. Law, 18 USC 922: Unlawful
Acts.

Are migrants being given preferential treatment by law enforcement?

Not in Findlay or in Hancock County. Neither the Findlay Police Department nor Hancock County
Sheriff’s Office are considered sanctuary jurisdictions, which would offer immigrants some
protection from federal officials seeking to arrest or deport them. Law enforcement officials
emphasize that everyone, regardless of citizenship or residential status, is expected to obey the
laws, and that they treat everyone equally when upholding those laws.

Are international newcomers receiving government benefits and social services that are taking
resources away from U.S.-born citizens?

No. Multiple local organizations have reported higher numbers, including international
newcomers, seeking assistance, but emphasize that no one group is getting denied help because
another group is using up resources. Entities such as Hope House, which helps with housing, and
Blanchard Valley Health System, say that every eligible individual who needs help is receiving it.

“The major federal public benefits programs have long excluded some non-U.S. citizens from
eligibility for assistance,” the National Immigration Law Center (NILC) explains. “Programs such
as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly known as the Food Stamp
Program), nonemergency Medicaid, Supplemental Security Income (SSl), and Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and its precursor, Aid to Families with Dependent Children
(AFDC), were largely unavailable to undocumented immigrants and people in the United States
on temporary visas.” Changes to such laws during welfare reform in 1996 enacted more
restrictions. “In 2000, Congress established a new category of noncitizens — survivors of
trafficking — who are eligible for federal public benefits to the same extent as refugees,
regardless of whether they have a qualified immigrant status.”

“States can receive federal funding for TANF, Medicaid, and CHIP to serve qualified immigrants
who have completed the federal five-year bar. Refugees, people granted asylum or withholding
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of deportation/removal, Cuban/Haitian entrants, certain Amerasian immigrants, Iraqi and
Afghan Special Immigrants, and survivors of trafficking are exempt from the five-year bar, as are
qualified immigrants who are veterans or active-duty military and their spouses and children,”
according to the NILC.

Some states offer more expansive benefits to immigrants regardless of their immigration status.
For instance, “several states offer or will offer health coverage to older adults regardless of their
immigration status,” NILC states. “And five states (California, Colorado, Minnesota, Oregon,
Washington) and the District of Columbia offer or will offer public or private health coverage with
state subsidies to all otherwise eligible immigrants regardless of their immigration status.

“No, migrants do not receive $2,200 each month from the federal government,” the Associated
Press reported in October 2023. It continued, “People who enter the U.S. illegally are not eligible
for federal cash assistance, with the exception of certain Cubans and Haitians, immigration
experts told The Associated Press. Refugees and people granted asylum, as well as some other
humanitarian migrants, are entitled to certain public benefits, including cash assistance related
to their initial resettlement, though it is not as high as $2,200 each month.”

Are international newcomers receiving healthcare at free or reduced cost?

Yes. Unauthorized newcomers are not eligible to receive Medicaid, but Ohio law allows for them
to receive free assistance under certain circumstances. “An individual who is not a U.S. citizen or
national and not in a satisfactory immigration status may be eligible for alien emergency medical
assistance for certain situations,” for instance, if they have an “emergency medical condition,”
Ohio law states. They must apply for such assistance.

For authorized immigrants, an individual who is not a U.S. citizen or national must be in a
satisfactory immigration status—such as a refugee, asylee, a pregnant woman, a child, or a
Haitian emigrant—to be eligible for medical assistance.

Some authorized immigrants can receive Medicaid if they meet certain criteria. They must also
meet state residency and income rules to be eligible for this program. Most lawful permanent
residents must wait five years after obtaining qualified status before they can enroll in
Medicaid. However, some immigrants are exempt from this five-year bar, including refugees,
asylees, Cuban/Haitian entrants, and certain other groups.

However, Blanchard Valley Health System (BVHS) representatives say that those requiring
medical care are receiving treatment, regardless of their insurance status or ability to pay. Dr.
William Kose, V.P. of Special Projects at BVHS, said that, while aligned with the medical
profession’s pledge to provide care while “doing no harm,” these accommodations are
straining the system in terms of time spent with each international newcomer (due to language
and cultural differences) and in terms of finances.



Some medical systems in other communities have been designated as “federally qualified
health centers,” which enables additional federal funding for treatment, medications, and
reimbursement, but Findlay is “too affluent” to achieve such a designation, Dr. Kose said.

BVHS is working with other local healthcare providers to try to find solutions that will better
help newcomers. Proactive and preventive healthcare options that are easily understood and
more accessible to the newcomer population would ease these strains, they think.

Sources: Healthcare.gov, National Immigration Law Center, Ohio Legislative Service Commission,
and Blanchard Valley Health System.

Are migrants taking away jobs from U.S. citizens?

No. In 2017, the Brookings Institute, a non-profit public policy organization, reported that
“immigrants often fill the jobs that Americans don’t want.”

“The impact of immigrant labor on the wages of native-born workers is low... However,
undocumented workers often work the unpleasant, back-breaking jobs that native-born workers
are not willing to do,” said Brookings Senior Fellow Vanda Felbab-Brown in an essay. She wrote
that many of the positions occupied by unauthorized workers in the United States are physically
demanding jobs that Americans do not want.

A 2020 story published by the Cato Institute, a think tank that promotes libertarian ideas in
policy debates, characterized the idea that there is a fixed amount of work in America as a
“fundamental misconception.”

“Most economic research on the effects of immigration on employment find no statistically
significant evidence that immigrants push natives out of jobs, even in extreme like the Mariel
boatlift that increased Miami’s labor force by 7 percent in 42 days,” the institution pointed out.

A May 2024 Reuters story reported that Ohio unions and businesses have been recruiting
migrants for years to fill labor gaps, including in construction, which is booming in places such as
Columbus.

From Reuters: “Help accessing immigrant communities to find workers to hire has been among
the top three requests the Columbus Chamber of Commerce has fielded from local businesses in
recent years, said Kelly Fuller, the chamber's vice president of talent and workforce
development.”

“Overall, in Ohio since the start of the 2024 fiscal year, the Biden administration has issued
around 16,300 work permits to asylum applicants and certain people who received humanitarian
parole, including under the new legal pathways, a Department of Homeland Security official said.
Around 3,700 more permits were granted to applicants for Temporary Protected Status,” the
news agency specified.



Migrants are one of the primary reasons that the U.S. labor force has grown in recent years, thus
fueling the economy, and statistics show that the majority of them work. in 2018, the labor force
participation rate of foreign-born adults was 65.7 percent, higher than the 62.3 percent rate for
the native-born, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Are unauthorized immigrants working in the U.S. illegally?

Yes. “The number of unauthorized immigrants in the U.S. workforce grew from 7.4 millionin 2019
to 8.3 million in 2022. The 2022 number equals previous highs in 2008 and 2011,” according to
Pew Research Center. “Unauthorized immigrants represent about 4.8% of the U.S. workforce in
2022. This was below the peak of 5.4% in 2007.”

In 2022, Ohio had an estimated 75,000 unauthorized immigrant workers, totaling about 1.5%
percent of the entire labor force. They mostly worked in the manufacturing and construction
industries.

Ohio’s workplace injury law is inclusive, according to the Columbus, Ohio-based law firm Larrimer
and Larrimer. The law provides workers' compensation benefits to all employees, regardless of
immigration status.

Do they pay taxes?

Yes. The taxation of an individual who is not a U.S. citizen or U.S. national is dependent on
their residency status, the IRS explains.

In general, international newcomers are taxed in the same manner as U.S. citizens on their
worldwide income, while nonresidents are generally taxed on U.S. source income and income
effectively connected with U.S. trade or business.

An immigrant who obtains a green card—the documentation that allows individuals to live and
work in the United States permanently—is treated as a lawful permanent resident and is
considered a U.S. tax resident for U.S. income tax purposes.

A 2016 report from the Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy (ITEP) points out, “the best
evidence suggests that at least 50 percent of undocumented immigrant households currently file
income tax returns using Individual Tax Identification Numbers (ITINs), and many who do not file
income tax returns still have taxes deducted from their paychecks.” The report concluded that
undocumented immigrants alone “contribute significantly to state and local taxes, collectively
paying an estimated $11.64 billion a year.”

Migrants also pay other taxes, such as state sales taxes and local lodging taxes.

A 2024 report from The Institute on Taxation & Economic Policy, a non-profit, non-partisan
organization, stated that unauthorized immigrants alone “paid $96.7 billion in federal, state, and



local taxes in 2022. Most of that amount, $59.4 billion, was paid to the federal government while
the remaining $37.3 billion was paid to state and local governments.”

Research conducted by the AIC showed that in 2019, “new Americans” in Allen County, Indiana,
where Fort Wayne is located, paid over $160.0 million intaxes and held $496.0 million
in spending power in 2019.

Is Findlay a sanctuary city, if not in name than in function?

No. There is no legal definition for the term “sanctuary city,” but national consensus characterizes
such municipalities as those that tend to protect undocumented immigrants from deportation or
prosecution, despite federal immigration law. Some municipalities and jurisdictions, excluding
Findlay, have passed laws or otherwise implemented certain protections for undocumented
immigrants to prevent detention and deportation by federal agents.

Findlay officials emphasize that Findlay is not a so-called sanctuary city, nor are any local law
enforcement agencies sanctuary jurisdictions. Findlay Mayor Christina Muryn says no elected city
officials, including herself, are inviting or transporting immigrants to Findlay, nor offering them
special legal protections.

Sources: Findlay Mayor Christina Muryn, Findlay Police Department, Hancock County Sheriff’s
Office, and the Center for Immigration Studies.

Are migrants bringing and spreading diseases, thus burdening healthcare systems?

Some newcomers have diseases when they enter the country, but health officials say infectious
disease transmission, particularly to U.S.-born citizens, is minimal. The CDC reported in 2022 that
“the risk for spread from imported infections in the United States is low.”

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the CDC have health screening and quarantine
standards for migrants, but “doctors across the country say it’s rare that migrants receive medical
screenings or anything beyond care for medical emergencies when they arrive at the U.S.-Mexico
border, and there’s no overarching national system to track the care, either,” the Associated
Press reported in November 2023.

Local health officials say they are seeing no increase in infectious disease spread that is directly
attributed to migrants.

“There are things that you’re always concerned about with anyone who would come in from an
endemic area, including within the United States. It's the context of how that healthcare is
delivered,” said Dr. Kose. “We’ve picked up cases of more latent tuberculosis in the past couple
of years, and | think probably some of that is related to immigration, but latent TB is not
necessarily contagious. The individuals that come to the emergency room or go to the clinic have
pretty much the same healthcare things as the general population—respiratory infections,



certainly pregnancy—those kinds of things. But we may be screening people for things like TB,
too.”

Research shows the same is true on a national and international level, with healthcare
professionals claiming there is no conclusive evidence that international newcomers are
increasing levels of disease contagion.

A 2018 report published in The Lancet medical journal, authored by 24 health commissioners
across the country, found that “international migrants are less likely than people in their host
countries to die of heart disease, cancer, respiratory diseases and other ills,” NBC News wrote of
the study. “The exceptions are hepatitis, tuberculosis and HIV. But the study also found these
infections are generally only spread within the affected immigrant communities and not to the
wider population.”

"There is no evidence to show that migrants are spreading disease," said Dr. Paul Spiegel, who
directs the Center for Humanitarian Health at Johns Hopkins School of Public Health and helped
conduct the two-year study. "That is a false argument that is used to keep migrants out," Spiegel
said. "It’s not migrants or migration itself that is spreading disease. It may be the situations that
they are in and the lack of access to basic care that may exacerbate the situation.”

Do tens of thousands of migrants live in Findlay?
No. As of September 2024, the City of Findlay Mayor’s Office estimated that 1,000 live in Findlay.
Are all international newcomers unskilled laborers?

No. Several immigrants in the U.S., and who live in Findlay and Hancock County, are highly skilled
and educated, say those who serve this population and newcomers themselves. Some hold
doctoral degrees and range in profession from dentist to engineer. However, many can’t continue
to work in the careers they pursued and practiced when they lived in their home countries
because certifications, educational requirements, and regulations for most highly skilled jobs
differ in the United States. Even some professions that don’t require advanced degrees, such as
hairstylist, require schooling and certifications that are regulated by state laws.

“On average, U.S. immigrants have lower levels of education than the U.S.-born population. In
2022, immigrants ages 25 and older were about three times as likely as the U.S. born to have not
completed high school (25% vs. 7%),” Pew Research Center reported. “However, immigrants
were as likely as the U.S. born to have a bachelor’s degree or more (35% vs. 36%).”

The Migration Policy Institute states that “48 percent of those coming to the United States within
the 2018-22 period had a college degree,” and that “the immigrant population overall slightly
outperforms on educational attainment, representing 17 percent of all college-educated adults
ages 25 and older in the United States, even as they were slightly less than 14 percent of the total
U.S. population as of 2022.”



What is the correct and preferred terminology to use when referring to this population?

There are no specific standards, but those who work with migrants overwhelmingly prefer
language that supports dignity, respect, and inclusivity. For instance, Melissa LaRocco, a local
attorney, said she dislikes the word “alien” because she thinks it’s dehumanizing, even though it
continues to be used in some legal verbiage. “lilegals” is another misnomer because she says that
“while someone’s actions can be illegal, an individual’s identity cannot be.”

The term “immigrants” is often collectively used, but it doesn’t accurately describe the many
nuances of people and their circumstances. For instance, by legal definition, a refugee is different
from an asylum seeker.

Many in this region who serve and work with those from other countries prefer the term
“newcomers,” regardless of immigration status.

The terms that Catholic Charities of Cleveland and the Ohio Access to Justice Foundation prefer
are used for individuals who are living in the U.S. without legal authorization are
“undocumented” or “people without legal immigration status.”

“We're all human and we’re all deserving of love and respect. Quite frankly, | think we all have
to do better,” the attorney mentioned above said.

ok K %k ok
The Delegation is a local coalition comprised of people who are intentionally dedicated to

creating environments of inclusion and belonging across Findlay-Hancock County through
language; policies, practices, and programs; and representation.
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