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Responsible Ohio 
An Amendment to Legalize Marijuana in Ohio 

 
Responsible Ohio is a political action committee working 
to pass a constitutional amendment by Ohio voters in 
November 2015. This amendment seeks to legalize and 
commercialize marijuana for both medical and 
recreational purposes. This amendment also creates a 
monopoly (cartel) for a small group of multi-millionaire 
investors who will own and operate ten marijuana growing 
sites; and establish a state-appointed control board that 
will oversee all aspects of the marijuana industry including 
cultivation, harvesting, processing, testing, distribution, 
and taxation. 
 
Never before have voters been asked to approve 
marijuana legalization for both medical and recreational 
purposes. If approved, individuals 21 years old and above 
may be allowed to possess enough marijuana to remain 
continuously intoxicated for 108 days. Additionally, 
individuals of any age can receive a medical card to use 
marijuana for medical reasons; the proposal provides 
broad interpretation of “debilitating medical condition” 
which would indicate a need for therapeutic marijuana. 
 
Although there is some evidence to suggest marijuana 
does contain certain properties that may provide medical 
benefits, it is imperative that the use of marijuana for 
these purposes be approved through appropriate 
channels, such as the FDA. No other drug has been 
approved for medical use by a majority vote of the 
public. Furthermore, no other drug approved for medical 
use has also been approved for recreational purposes. In 
fact, two FDA approved drugs are currently available by 
prescription, Marinol and Cesamet, that are derivatives of 
marijuana. These drugs were approved for medical use 
only after appropriate FDA testing for safety and viability. 

The Marijuana Issue 

House Joint Resolution 4—A Stop to Constitutional Monopolies 
 

Ohio law makers have been working to create a way that would prevent special interests from 
manipulating the Ohio Constitution to serve their own business pursuits.  In addition to 
Responsible Ohio’s proposal, a second proposal will be included on the November 2015 ballot 
that, if enacted, would create a system in which voters must first approve a monopoly before 
voting to approve the operation in which the monopoly would manage. House Joint Resolution 4 
would void Responsible Ohio’s proposal: House Joint Resolution 4 becomes effective immediately 
whereas Responsible Ohio’s proposal would not be effective until thirty days after the election. 
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Talking Points Regarding 
Marijuana Legalization in Ohio: 

 

*Physicians who distribute medical marijuana cards 

would not be subject to disciplinary or criminal action 

if a person who carries such a card is found to be 

abusing marijuana. 

*There are no limits to the amount of marijuana that a 

physician can recommend for medical use. 

*Children of any age could receive marijuana, with the 

written consent of a parent, for medical purposes. 

*Marijuana edibles and marijuana-infused beverages 

will be permitted to be manufactured and sold. These 

products contain higher concentrations of THC (the 

chemical that causes the “high”) and have shown to 

cause poisonings and adverse health effects. 

*Unlike alcohol and tobacco, there are no restrictions 

on marketing, including whether “pot shops” will be 

able to market on billboards, buses, television, radio, 

print advertisements, and social media. 

*1,159 recreational “pot shops” would be allowed in 

Ohio. Comparatively, there are only 203 Starbucks 

stores. 

*Individuals may be allowed to grow up to four 

marijuana plants. 

*Homegrown marijuana can be shared between 

individuals, continuing the ability of the black market 

to operate. 

*The amount of marijuana allowed for possession 

would provide an opportunity for an individual to be 

continuously intoxicated, twenty-four hours a day for 

108 days. 



 

 

THE MARIJUANA ISSUE 

For Additional Resources: 

Smart Approaches to Marijuana (SAM): https://learnaboutsam.org 

Drug Free Action Alliance (DFAA): https://www.drugfreeactionalliance.org/marijuana 

Your Path To Health (ADAMHS): http://www.yourpathtohealth.org/marijuana-information 

The Ohio Association of Community Behavioral Health Authorities, of which Hancock County ADAMHS is a member, has adopted the 

following resolution regarding the legalization of marijuana: 

“The member boards of the Ohio Association of Community Behavioral Health Authorities oppose the legalization and commercialization of 

marijuana for recreational purposes. The Association also opposes the constitutional amendment process for the purpose of legalizing the 

personal use of marijuana, designation of growth sites, and designation of testing facilities. 

Legalization of marijuana for medical use should not be decided by legislative or voter initiative. Marijuana should be subject to the same 

research, consideration, and study as any other potential medicine, under the standards of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA).” 

Ratified on April 17, 2015. 
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BOARD MEMBERS RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE—June 23, 2015 

Jim Martin—Jim has been described by Executive Director Precia Stuby as 

“an exemplary role model” for all Board members. Jim missed only two board 

meetings during his eight years of service, is known for his attention to detail, 

and most recently served as Chair of the Board Governance Committee. Jim 

was awarded the 2015 Volunteer of the Year Award in recognition of his 

outstanding contributions to ADAMHS. While reflecting on his service, Jim 

said, “I am confident that the Board will continue to make a positive impact in 

the days, months, and years to come.” Jim served the Board from 2007-2015. 

Michael Brand—In addition to serving as a Board member for the past eight 

years and an active participant of the Finance Committee, Michael has also 

been the Principal at Van Buren High School. This prompted Ms. Stuby to 

state that he “is a star at everything he does.” His positive attitude, willingness 

to keep an open mind, and enthusiasm is exemplary of his “make the most of 

everyday” attitude. Michael served the Board from 2007-2015. 

Todd Coffman—Todd is a shining example of creating a positive life after the 

experience of a tragic event related to alcohol. After having been severely 

affected by an auto crash, Todd worked tirelessly to create positive change in 

the community in efforts of preventing someone else from having a similar 

experience. Executive Director Precia Stuby remarked that Todd “is a 

superstar and responded to his tragedy with incredible resiliency.” Todd most 

recently served as chair of the Finance Committee and served the Board from 

2007-2015. 

UNITED WAY DAYS OF CARING—May 1, 2015 

THANK YOU—to our Days of Caring 

team from Marathon, led by captain 

Shad Tisdale. This crew created five 

garden boxes that will be available to 

residents at ADAMHS Board owned 

properties. Tisdale stated, “Thanks for 

allowing us to reach out to your 

organization to help build the planter 

boxes. The entire team really felt 

welcomed and comfortable with your 

hospitality and had a great time being 

outside in the wonderful weather. I 

think each of the team members had a 

chance to learn a bit more about all 

the great things that your Board does 

for our community. There is certainly a 

need and this type of interaction helps 

us all realize that more.” 

THANK YOU—to our Days of Caring 

team from Cooper Tire and Rubber, 

led by captain Jim Stelter. We had a 

powerhouse crew that worked in two 

shifts to move furniture; tear up carpet 

and padding; remove nails, staples 

and furring strips; lay foam padding; 

and learn how to install laminate 

flooring – all in four of our apartments! 

Not only did this save the Board a 

tremendous amount of money, it has 

provided a dramatic improvement in 

the environment for our tenants. 

Thank you to all for your dedication to 

the mission of ADAMHS. 

Brian Clark ( Board Chair), Jim Martin, Precia Stuby 

Michael Brand, Precia Stuby 

Precia Stuby, Todd Coffman, Brian Clark 

THANK YOU—to our other two 

Days of Caring Teams from 

Marathon: Krista Korneffel led her 

team at our Brookside property, 

completing much needed weeding 

and yardwork; Kathryn Holbrook 

led her team at Basu Point, helping 

to improve the flower beds and 

shrubs as well as finishing interior 

hallway cleaning. Both teams 

remarked how valuable it was to 

them to learn of the importance of 

Board owned housing and offered 

to assist the Board on similar 

projects in the future. 

Also recognized for their service and commitment to the Board were 

Carolyn Copus (eight years, 2007-2015) and Jane Heminger who 

completed one term on the board (four years, 2011-2015). 



 

 

TREATMENT AND SUPPORT 

Hancock County Crisis Hotline: 1-888-936-7116 

Treatment and Support Agencies 

 A Renewed Mind—Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 

 419-422-7800, www.arenewedmindservices.org 

 Century Health—Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 

 419-425-5050, www.centuryhealth.net 

 Family Resource Center—Youth Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services 

 419-422-8616, www.frcohio.com 

 Focus on Friends—Recovery Support Center 

 419-423-5071 

 NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness)—Awareness, Education, and Support for those Affected by Mental Illness 

 419-957-9423, www.namiofhancock.org 

Support Groups 

 NAMI Support Group 

 Tuesdays, 7:00-8:00pm 

 ADAMHS Board Office, 438 Carnahan Ave., Findlay, Ohio, 45840 

 PALS (Persons Affected by A Loved One’s Suicide) 

 Fourth Tuesday, Monthly, 7:00-8:30pm 

 Waiting Room, Second Floor, Ruse Building, Blanchard Valley Hospital 

 You’re Not Alone—A Support Group for Individuals Affected by A Loved One’s Addiction 

 Second and Fourth Wednesdays, Monthly, 7:00-8:00pm 

 ADAMHS Board Office, 438 Carnahan Ave., Findlay, Ohio, 45840 

 

 

 

 

Community Mental Health Fund 

The Community Mental Health Fund was established through the collaborative 

efforts of local mental health agencies to help support programming and operations 

of nonprofit agencies that provide mental health services to Hancock County 

residents. 

Distributions in the form of grants will be made for mental health services in our 

community once the fund reaches $100,000. Your support is needed to grow the 

fund to this benchmark and beyond, which will provide a permanent financial 

resource for agencies delivering these essential services. 

To contribute to this fund, please contact the Findlay-Hancock County Community 

Foundation at 419-425-1100. 

A listing of additional support groups and 

meetings can be found on the Resource Page at 

www.yourpathtohealth.org. 
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Join Us As We Prepare to Celebrate Recovery 

Month 

in September. 

 
If you or your organization have an event 

planned to help recognize, support, or celebrate 

Recovery Month, please contact Focus on 

Friends so it may be included on the Hancock 

County Recovery Month Celebration Calendar. 

Ellyn Schmiesing 

Recovery Support Supervisor 

 

Focus on Friends 

509 W. Trenton Ave. 

Findlay, Ohio 45840 

 

419-423-5071 

fof_ellyn@midohio.twcbc.com 

SAVE THE DATE 
Wednesday, September 2, 2015 

 The Anonymous People, a documentary 

 

Saturday, September 12, 2015 

 Hancock County Recovery Walk 

 

Wednesday, September 23, 2015 

 The Recovery Experience, a panel 

discussion 

 

PLEASE VISIT 

www.yourpathtohealth.org 

FOR MORE DETAILS. 

Recovery is a process of change through which individuals improve their 

health and wellness, live a self-directed life, and strive to reach their 

potential as delineated over four measured dimensions: health, home, 

purpose and community. Recovery from alcohol and drug problems is a 

process of change through which an individual achieves abstinence and 

improved health, wellness, and quality of life. (SAMHSA, 2012) 

Every September, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 

sponsors Recovery Month to increase awareness and understanding of mental and substance use 

issues and celebrate the people who recover. 


