Dear Community,

The Hancock County Community Partnership, under the umbrelia of the Hancock County Board of Alcohol, Drug
Addiction and Mental Heslth Services, established the Hancock County Cpiale/Prescription Drug Abuse Task
Force in 2010 in response to the growing epidemic of opiate/prescription drug abuse in our community.  The
mission of the Task Force is to promote awareness of how this epidemic affects Hancock County and teach the
Community how to reduce and prevent cpiate/prescription drug abuse, unintentional drug overdose, and
unintentional drug overdose deaths.

in Ohig, five people die each day due to unintentionat drug overdose. In 2011, ten people died from unintentional drug averdose in Hancock
County. However, due In part to the efforts of the Task Force, Hancock County saw a thirty percent (30%) reduction in the number of
unintentional overdase deaths in 2012, Addltionally, since the establishment of the Task Force, Hancock County has seen nearly a
fifty percent (50%) reduction in the number of emergency department visits due to unintentional drug cverdose. Most importantly,
despite the fact that the Ohlo is showing an increase In the number of unintentional drug overdose deaths and emergency

department visits, Hancock Gounty fs experiencing # decregse.

1 would like fo add that because of the efforts of our Task Force and other community coalitions similar to ours acrass the nation, progress is
being made to reduce drug use and unintentional drug overdose. The recently published National Survey on Drug Use {2013) shows that drug
usa among teens is decreasing. Please visit the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (www.samhsa.gov) website for
mare information regarding this report.

Why are we having success?

+ The Task Force includes representatives from healthcare, law enforcement, wastewater treatment, drug addiction and mental health
services, environmental services, clty council, education, and the community at-large.

«+ The Task Force belleves this epidemlc must be addressed by all segments of the community to effectively create meaningful and lasting
change. Through the cooperation and collaboraticn of the entiies that serve on the Task Force, an aggressive plan has been implemented
to address, control, reduce and prevent opiate/prescription drug abuse, unintentional drug overdose, and unintentional drug overdose
deaths.

This Annual Report is provided to educate the Community on the varlous Initiatives the Task Force has accomplished in 2013.

If you would like to become part of the Task Force, please contact the Hancock County Board of Alcahol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health
Services at 419-424-1985 or emall zthomas@yourpathtohealth.arg.

As Chairman of the Task Force, | wish to tell you that it is an honor to work with dedicated leaders and citizens of this Cammunity who tirelessly
address this epidemic. This Community is forunate to have a strong netwark of individuals and organizations who are invested in working
coltaborativefy to addrass this community issue,

John Stangvich, Hancock County Qpiate/Prescription Drug Abusa Task Force Chair
Asslstant Dean of Phamacy, The University of Findiay

fast

The Task Force believes 1t is crltlca[ that the Comrnumty be invested in its eﬂorts to reduce opiate and prescnphon drug
abuse. Whether as an individual or an organization, all who are involved collaborate with each other to fulfill the
mission of the Task Force. The Task Force publicly acknowledges two organizations that have shown tireless
cormmitment to promoting our mission and goals.

The University of Findlay
. John Stanovich, Assistant Dean of Pharmacy, serves as the Task Force Chair.

. John Richey, Director of Health Informatics, developed the Task Force Database. John was 3F
named the 2012 Prevention Innovator of the Year at the Ohio Prevention and Education
Conference held by the Ohio Dapartment of Alcohal and Drug Addiction Services.
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. College of Pharmacy administration and students assist with semi-annual medication
collection drives.

Blanchard Valley Hospital
. Adoption and use of Emergency Department Prescription Protocol. 6 Eiam*%mz d
. Continuing education of doctors and other medical staff on opiate/prescription drug abuse. t
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. Collaboration with Well-At-Work to reach those who have failed a drug test.
. Callaboration with the Pain Management Clinic to educate patients about opiate prescriptions.



DID YOU KNOW...

« In Ohio, the number of opiate prescriptions written
as of June 30, 2013 equates to 17 doses for every
man, woman, and child?

BUT THE GOOD NEWS I8...

. The oplate prescription dosage rate in Hancock
County Is almost thirty percent (30%} less than the
state rate.

Nationally, seventy percent {70%) of adolescents report they
ohtained prescription drugs from a relative or a frlend?

Prescription Drug and

Over-the-Counter
Drug Abuse BUT THE GOOD NEWS IS...
The Task Force provides annual medication collections as well as
permanent collection boxes for proper disposal of prescription
Parents m}f::zg;:r;m the st . medications. Additionally, the Drug Free Action Alllance offers

spechal rates on medication lock boxes for you to use in your
homes. Please visit www.drugfreeactionalliance.org for additional
information.




I someane abusas opiates or prescription drugs they may be jeopardizing
their futurs employment?

Although sometne may balisve what they do on their own time does is no
business of their employer, risky behaviors “off-tha-clock” may have a
negative Impact on their smployment?
I somaane haa used a medication without a written prescription from a
doctor, such as Vicodin for pain relisf, they may be putting thelr smployment
at risk...and ar also doing something that is ilegal?

BUT THE GOOD NEWS IS...

The Task Force has many rescurces avallable for thoss who may need help.
Plaass call the ADAMHS office at 413-424-1985 or visit the ADAMHS website &t
www.yourpathtohealth.org for additional information. I
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DID YOU KNOW....

In October 2012 the Task Force collected 362 pounds of medi- |4
cation during medication collection drive and in April 2013 this |
number increased to 461 pounds? ‘

BUT THE GOOD NEWS IS...

The increasa in the number of pounds of madication collected ;*'
as well and the steady use of the parmanent collection boxes |
indicates that the Community has become aware of this issue |
and s responding proactively by properly disposing of un-
wanted, unneaded, or expired medications.
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DID YOU KNOW...

The majority of people who use drugs don’t use drugs
alone, but the majority of people who overdose on drugs
die alone?

BUT THE GOOD NEWS IS...

b Legislation being developed by our state representatives

Rohert Spragne s may halp to reduce the number of overdose daaths by
furthe by £l encouraging people to call for emergency services when
they are in the company of someone experiencing an
overdose.

What are some of the data points collected by the Task Force?
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How Can You Help the Task Force and its Mission?
There are simple ways each of us can help stop this epidemic from spreading:

Sacure medications in your home and properly dispose of unwanted, unneeded, or expired medications.
Ask physicians and dentists to lower the quantity of prescribed pain medications.
Contact the Task Force for an educational presentation at a meeting.

This report is mada possible with grant funds from the Ofie Department of Mantal Health and Addiction Services Strategic F F rk Statewice ive Grant.



